EUAM's comments on the Draft Charter of customs administration service, Feb 2019

Please find bellow our proposals in addition to those suggested by Arunas Adomenas from Lithuanian Customs:
1.    To insert a new point beyond the point no.39 or 40 point in the paragraph no 4. and the paragraph no. 6 of the draft provisions indicating that Customs has a right for conduct and conducts inland control on cargo movement by customs mobile teams and has a right to stop and check vehicles and documents inland, use special tools and coercive measures for this task. This proposal is in line with the SFS Long-term Development Initiatives Until 2020 as well as the EU Revised Customs Blueprint on enforcement and investigations. Almost all EU MS customs administrations have deployed mobile teams;

2.    To insert a new point in the paragraph no 4. of the draft provisions (Customs functions) clearly stipulating that the State Customs service (SCS) is an active player in the implementation of integrated border management (IBM) concept what is promoted by the EU through its projects to Ukraine including the current one. This provision is highly important because it covers many aspects related to the SCS cooperation with other border controlling agencies in facilitating international trade and ensuring security of the borders. SCS should change its philosophy on this issue and become a key player on IBM together with the State Border Guard of Ukraine that has been voiced by the EU to Ukraine on various occasions;

3.    To modify the point no. 4 of the paragraph no. 6 of the draft provisions  (Rights of SCS) indicating that SCS has a right to not only to support other law enforcement agencies in conducting controlled deliveries but also to conduct these operations independently referring  to the best EU practise. The controlled delivery operation requires a rapid decision making process and response for the sake of efficiency. Many EU MS customs administrations possess this right;
4.    To modify the point no. 5 of the paragraph no. 6 of the draft provisions (Rights of SCS) indicating that the Service has a right to cooperate with foreign law enforcement and customs administrations not only on anti-drug trafficking matters but on all trans-border crime and offences (the currently described right is too narrow and excludes other types of organised and serious trans-border crime and administrative offences);

5.    To modify the paragraph no.10 of the draft provisions by indicating participation of observers during the selection process of the head of SCS and his/her deputies in order to strengthen transparency of the selection process.

